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INCREASING THE SOCIAL
ACCEPTANCE OF WIND ENERGY

WIND4BIO: A JOURNEY TOWARDS WIND ENERGY
EXPANSION BASED ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION

As we progress through the latter phase The core mission of our project lies in
of the Wind4Bio project, we are delighted developing a holistic wind energy planning
to highlight the accomplishments thus far. strategy that emphasizes the harmonious
The collaborative effort has effectively integration of "Climate-Biodiversity-Public
executed essential tasks, met significant Opinion." This approach hinges on public
milestones, and dedicated efforts to consultation and consensus-building, aiming

assist policymakers, involve stakeholders to mitigate biodiversity risks while increasing
in the wind energy field, and foster social acceptance of wind energy initiatives.

collaboration between governmental
bodies and civil society.
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REPORT ON HOW PUBLIC AUTHORITIES CAN ADVANCE
S POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR SUSTAINABLE —
WIND FARM DEVELOPMENT

The report discusses the crucial role of public authorities in wind energy planning,
permitting, and monitoring to facilitate the social acceptance of wind farm projects and
align them with biodiversity protection principles.

Through meetings with public authorities in Greece, Latvia, and Poland in autumn 2023,
the partnership aimed to uncover the diverse roles and responsibilities of these
authorities and highlight obstacles to the sustainable acceleration of wind farm
development.

The report is structured into two main parts: the first part addresses the context of wind
energy and the relevant European Union policy shifts in the respective countries, while
the second part focuses on the discussions held and presents key recommendations to
accelerate the development of wind energy in a more inclusive and sustainable way.

You can read the report here.

CONSULATION MECHANISM
EVALUATION REPORT

The Wind4Bio project's consultation mechanism, designed by PROMEA and developed
by the University of Patras, aims to identify biodiversity threats during wind power
projects in order to promote the cooperation between public authorities and civil
society and, therefore, increase the social acceptance of wind energy projects.

The partnership tested the mechanism for two months and provided detailed
feedback regarding its structure and functionality.

The report evaluates the developed consultation mechanism, summarises testing
results and proposes improvements. It includes sections on scope and objectives,
detailed mechanism presentation and functionality, testing procedures, results and
improvement suggestions.

You can read the report_here.

https://wind4bio-project.eu/



https://wind4bio-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/DI.4.3-Synthesis-report.pdf
https://wind4bio-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Wind4Bio-DII.3.1-Consultation-mechanism-evaluation-report_vFinal.pdf
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—— WORKSHOPS IN GREECE AND LATVIA

On the 22nd of May 2024, the workshop on
improving cooperation between public authorities
and civil society took place in Greece to increase
civil society’s involvement and facilitate the joint
design of a permanent consultation mechanism.

The workshop was organized by the University of
Patras, with the support of PROMEA, in the
Conference & Cultural Center at the University of
Patras.

There was a fruitful discussion regarding the current
consultation procedures and mechanisms in
Greece while the Iimportance of the online
consultation and communication forum presented
by UPAT was highlighted. The attendees discussed
the topics risen by the presentations and agreed
that it is crucial for local communities to be taken
under consideration during the planning phases of
wind energy projects.

The workshop on the social involvement in wind park =i
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project development took place at the EU House in
Riga, Latvia on the 24th of May 2024, with 24
attendees representing the public sector, project
developers, NGOs, and the civil society.

The participants agreed that the public acceptance
of wind energy is declining due to a lack of national
strategy, clear plans, and impact evaluation
guidelines. One of the main takeaways was that
municipalities need more resources for public
engagement and digitization of their procedures.

Early and transparent communication and
consultation, involving experts on the filed, public
authorities and civic society is crucial to the
successful implementation of wind energy projects.
Additionally, co-ownership should be encouraged
and fair compensation for property owners ensured.
Creating national assessment guidelines and a code
of conduct can improve trust and support.

https://wind4bio-project.eu/
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WHAT IS NEXT?

Organisation of workshop on improving cooperation between public
authorities and civil society in Poland, which is planned for the
beginning of September 2024.

Project Meeting in Athens (Greece), on 23/10/2024.

Organisation of public consensus-building and dissemination events
with local communities and civil society.

Development of a voluntary code of conduct and recommendations
on how to integrate biodiversity preservation measures in project
development by the wind energy sector.

Workshops in GR, LV and PL with wind energy companies and sector
representatives on the integration of biodiversity protection
measures and the organisation of sectoral initiatives to address
biodiversity concerns and increase public acceptance for wind farms.

https://wind4bio-project.eu/
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CONTACT US:

wind4bioproject@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090901789096
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wind4bio-increasing-the-social-acceptance-of-wind-energy/posts/?feedView=all
https://wind4bio-project.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5X6CzhdX4yiG1_rRAnRFwA

